
 
 

 
 
 
Candidates’ Sunday 
Theme 
 
 
 
Inspired by Music 
 
I’m in His Hands 
 By Stanley E. Ditmer 
 Salvation Army Songbook, 732 
 
 Arranged by Phil Laeger 
 Found on transMission’s CD, “Send the Fire” 
 Idea: Play the following video at some point during the service: 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ighpk8Dlwz4 
 
Came to My Rescue 
 By: Hillsong United 

Lyrics and chord sheet can be found at: 
http://www.ultimate-guitar.com/tabs/h/hillsongs/came_to_my_rescue_crd.htm 
Demo video with lyrics can be found at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yAMbEPZfWCY 
(Second verse especially pertinent to this Sunday) 
 

I Surrender All 
 By Judson Van de Venter 
 Salvation Army Songbook, 474  

 
All That I Am 
 All that I am, all I can be, all that I have, all that is me 
 Accept and use Lord, as thou would choose Lord, right now today 
 Take every passion, every skill, take all my dreams and bend them to Your will 
 My all I give Lord, for you I live Lord, come what may. 
  

 

Themed Sunday Graphics 
               Service Starters 



Inspired by Scripture 

Hebrews 11 
This chapter highlights several famous calls of the Bible.   

Genesis 12 
The call of Abram. 

Exodus 3 
The call of Moses.   

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 
 
Psalm 139 
Read it.  You’ll understand why it makes the list. 

1 Samuel 3 
The call of Samuel. 

1 Samuel 16 
The call of David (via Samuel’s anointing). 

 
 
Inspired by the Web 
 
God's Plans for You by Thomas R. Fletcher 
A devotional thought on God’s plans for your life.  
http://rtoonline.com/Content/Article/jul09/Labor-Day-Trivia-070809.asp 
 
God’s Plans for Our Lives—an overview of Proverbs 16:1-4 
http://www.foundationsforfreedom.net/References/OT/Poetical/Proverbs/Proverbs16_1-4.html 
 
God’s Calling for Your Life 
http://www.intimacywithgod.com/godscall.html 
 
Exegesis on Genesis 12  
God’s call to Abram to leave his country for a place God would show him.  
http://www.christnotes.org/commentary.php?b=1&c=12&com=wes 
 
 
 

 
 



Inspired by Devotional Thoughts 
 
Candidate’s Sunday is a good time to take a look at God’s call on your life.  God has called 
everyone to do the same thing, love Him with all your heart, soul and mind, and to love others as 
yourself.  Sharing the gospel is all wrapped up in these commandments because people will know 
we are Christians by our love.  The way in which He has planned for us to fulfill that calling and 
commandment looks different for each person.   
 
Candidate’s Sunday focuses specifically on those people in the congregation that God has 
planned to become officers.  But why not speak to the entire congregation with a message that is 
universal?  Jeremiah 29:11 puts it best: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 
LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future” (NIV).  
God has a plan for everyone’s life.  It’s actually a shocking revelation if you take the time to think 
about it.   
 
There are over 6.8 billion people on the planet as we speak.  6.8 billion! I can’t even fathom how 
many paperclips that would be, let alone people. The word “billion” itself is a concept completely 
beyond my grasp.  So there are 6.8 billion people on the planet now, but that doesn’t include the 
people who have already lived on the earth for the past hundreds of thousands of years.  
Cumulatively, there’s probably more 100 billion people who have ever lived, and that’s a low 
estimate (see: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_population).  100 billion people that God had 
and has specific life plans for.  This alludes just a tiny bit to God’s greatness that He can create 
that many different plans and keep it all straight.   
 
There are some very famous and notable calls in the Bible.  In Genesis 12, God called Abram to 
move from his hometown to a land God would show him.  Moses was called via a burning bush.  
It took Samuel being called three times before he realized it.  David was anointed king over Israel 
when he has a boy, being chosen over all of his older brothers.  And the list of calls goes on and 
on. 
 
Samuel and David heard God’s call on their lives as boys; Moses and Abraham were old by 
modern standards when they were called—which just goes to show that it’s never too early or too 
late for God to start revealing the plans He has for you.  Although, I think it’s pretty safe to say 
that God had a plan for these men long before they were even born, which can be seen especially 
in the stories of Samuel and Moses.  
 
God has called all people to love and to carry out that love in tangible ways which are specific to 
the individual’s talents and strengths.  For as many different people there are in the world, that’s 
how many individual, tailored plans there are.    
 
What are the plans God has for you?  Abraham gets called to about 20 different things before we 
move on to the other stories in the Bible.  God lays out the plan for Abraham’s life little by little, 
which I must say is comforting to hear.  Abraham takes one step in obedient faith, and then God 
asks him to take another—one step at a time.   
 
As alluded to earlier, David is anointed to be King of Israel as a boy.  Throughout the following 
decades, David never loses sight of the promise made to him.  And even though the Psalms are 
filled with David’s cries of desperation and frustration, he never truly gives up.  Moses’ story is 
less uplifting when we read that God has to punish Moses and make a big change in the plans (by 




